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by ken
hackathorn

ne of the typical issues I see
with entry level IDPA shooters
is the lack of basic marksmanship
skills when forced to shoot faster than
their ‘comfort zone’ allows. Most can
shoot fairly accurately if given unlimited time. As soon as they hear the
buzzer, they try to shoot much faster
than they are accustomed to doing.
not disturb the alignment of the gun
I see a number of errors when this
with the target. Pretty simple, you
happens.
say! In truth, it is simple to align the
gun with the target. Go to any IDPA
ne of the most common mistakes
match and you will see a variety of
made by new IDPA shooters is to
pistol sights designed to make aimdraw the pistol slowly, then shoot fast.
ing (aligning the pistol with the target)
If it takes you 2.0 seconds to draw
easy. Some people will argue that
your pistol and get it on target, firing
plain black sights work best. Others
two rounds in 1.5 seconds generally
prefer white dots or red inserts. The
results in dropped points. It is wise to
current rage is fiber optic inserts of
learn a SMOOTH draw first. Smooth
red or green color that seem to glow
equals fast for most shooters. Once
in bright sunlight. I have taken to
you have learned to make a smooth
using gold bead front sights, and
draw, try to get a smooth draw as fast
they really work well for me. Many
as you can get the handgun on target
shooters will tell me how important
quickly, then, if you must slow down,
dots, lines, or large flat blade rear
do it in the process of firing accurate
sights are. I don’t really care much for
shots.
exotic rear sights….after all, I don’t
want to look at the rear sights; I am
iring an accurate shot is really
supposed to be focused on the front
quite simple. It requires that you
sight. Anything that distracts my eye
align the gun with the target (sights
to the rear sight and away from the
make this much easier) and press
front sight is hurting me, not helping
the trigger straight to the rear to
with the ‘alignment of the gun with the

O
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to get difficult to shoot well. Most anyone that has tried to ‘run’ a 1911 with
he key point here is that no matter a 7.0 or heavier trigger will agree that
how fancy the sight designs, most accurate shooting is pretty well out
shooters still drop lots of points and
the window. In any trigger action that
even miss the target. The cold hard
has very limited motion, the heavier
facts are that most of the bad shootthe weight of the sear release, the
ing we all do has little if anything to
more difficult the gun will be to shoot
do with the ‘aligning of the gun with
well. The exception here is if the trigthe target’ part of that accurate shoot- ger motion is extended over a coning process. It has everything to do
stant movement like that of a double
with ‘pressing the trigger straight to
action revolver. Even in this case,
the rear’ part of the process. If you
shooting a 3.5 pound revolver with a
jerk, slap, or yank the trigger, the
10-12 pound long stroke trigger can
gun will be disturbed in the alignment take great amounts of training and
process. The result is a bad shot or
practice to do well. Most everyone
miss. The real issue here is that trigthat shoots in SSR and ESR divisions
ger manipulation is about five times
will agree this point.
more important than then ‘aligning the
he key factor that new shooters
gun with the target’ part of the problem.
must understand is that they must
practice pulling the trigger straight to
n this concept it has been underthe rear without disturbing the alignstood for decades that if the weight ment of the gun. It must be learned
of the trigger pull is more than double so fast rapid trigger movement will not
the weight of the handgun, it will be
cause bad shots. Any heavy pull trighard to shoot well. Note, I am not say- Continued on page 8
ing it is impossible, but it will definitely
take more training and practice. Let’s
take the classic M1911 .45 ACP pistol. With eight rounds of 230 grain ball
ammo loaded, the 1911 will weight
about 46 ounces or about 3.4 pounds.
The 1911 pistol is a dream to shoot
with a 3.5 pound sear release. An
M1911 with a 4.5 to 5.0 pound trigger
is considered about ideal for serious
self defense use. At 6.0 pounds of
trigger weight, the 1911 pistol begins
target’ process.

T
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Continued from page 7
75 family of pistols all are favorites
of IDPA SSP shooters because, with
practice, the first heavy DA shot can
be learned and follow up shots are
try to encourage new shooters to
the short sear movement SA shots
pick a handgun that has a trigger
that rarely weigh more than twice the
action that is easy to press straight
weight of the pistol. The key issue
to the rear without excessive force.
is that you must practice with what
Glock pistols with a 5.0 pound sear
you use to become accustomed to
release represent one of the best all
the trigger pull. Dry firing is boring,
around choices for most new shooters. Glock M34/35 pistols come from but super important as a means of
becoming skilled with a handgun. If
the factory with 3.5-4.0 pound sear
you don’t like to practice your dry-fire
releases and are very popular with
IDPA for this reason. The XD pistols drills, you will very likely never get to
the point where you control the trigfrom Springfield Armory share very
ger. Most of the time, the trigger ‘will
nice, easy to use triggers as well.
They also make fine choices for IDPA. control you’. This factor alone is the
main demon that all shooters must
DA/SA pistols like the Beretta M92,
battle. New shooters will find it to be
Sig 226/229, S&W M5906, plus CZ
gers will only increase the movement
of the gun while pulling the trigger.

I

Continued on page 23
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A Call to Raise the Power Floor
By: Austin Crowe, A24011

I would like to start off by saying that I see myself as a gamer of
sorts. I go to IDPA matches to compete and that is what makes them fun
for me. The competition is what drew
me to IDPA because shooting is my
hobby and I like to play games and
compete with my fellow hobby enthusiasts. The defensive side of IDPA is
an after-thought to me, but still a very
important one. I do carry a gun from
time to time and part of me competing in IDPA is for me to practice with
my defensive gun and to learn proper
defensive techniques but I always
know that to me IDPA is a game and
an extremely fun one at that.
However, it is my personal belief
that the current IDPA power floor is
too low and lends itself to a gaming
mentality. The power floors a too far
below the level of defensive ammunition and I feel that they are not in the
true spirit of IDPA. With the power
floor requirements below that of traditional factory and defensive ammo levels there
is a serious advantage
given to those of us who
reload or have more
money to spend on
“match” ammo.
I feel that I should
say that I am not a
reloader and I have
IDPA Tactical Journal First Quarter 2006

nothing against them. In fact, I would
love to start reloading someday.
However, if you do reload you have
the ability to reduce the velocity of
your ammo down to the floor level.
The reduction in velocity lowers recoil
and gives an advantage in competition. I think that IDPA should take
that available advantage away from
us. If we were to be truly shooting
defensively we would all be shooting
full-house loads because in defensive
shooting more power is better. In a
defensive situation I would never use
“match” ammo. So, why should I practice with this lower powered ammunition? I think IDPA should change their
rules in order to stay truer to their
stated goal of being a shooting sport
that uses practical equipment including full charge service ammunition
and get rid of competition only ammo.
To do this we need to look at
the power floors themselves for the

Continued on page 10
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Continued from page 9

minimum cartridges in the three major
pistol categories and compare them
to some factory spec defensive and
practice ammo.
SSP/ESP
Power floor 125,000
Min Cartridge 9mm Para
Weights and velocities that meet the
minimum power floor for the 9mm
105gr 1191fps
115gr 1087fps
124gr 1009fps
147gr 851fps

Weights and velocities from various
manufacturers in 9mm
Federal test barrel length 4”
105gr EFMJ 1225fps
115gr JHP 1160fps
115gr FMJ 1160fps
124gr Hydra-Shok 1120fps
124gr FMJ 1120fps
147gr Hydra-Shok 1000fps
147gr FMJ 960fps
Winchester test barrel length 4”
115gr FMJ 1190fps
115gr Super-X Silvertip 1225fps
147gr FMJ 990fps

Continued on page 11
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Continued from page 10

147gr Super-X Silvertip 1010fps
It has to be taken into account
that the general maximum length for
a barrel in SSP/ESP is around 5” and
barrels that length might produce
higher velocities than the information
provided by these two companies. It
can be seen that if using Winchester
and Federal as general indicators for
factory ammo that the power floors
fall short by something in the neighborhood of 100fps
CDP
Power floor 165,000
Cartridge 45ACP
Weights and velocities that meet the
IDPA Tactical Journal First Quarter 2006

minimum power floor for the 45ACP
165gr 1000fps
185gr 892fps
230gr 718fps
Weights and velocities from various
manufacturers in 45ACP
Federal test barrel length 5”
165gr Hydra-Shok 1060fps
185gr JHP 950fps
230gr Hydra-Shok 850fps
230gr FMJ 850fps
Winchester test barrel length 5”
185gr Super-X Silvertip 1000fps
185gr FMJ 910fps
230gr FMJ 835fps
230gr SXT 880fps

Continued on page 23
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A Small Club's
First Sanctioned IDPA Match
Six active club members gathered on a
brisk November evening at Pizza Hut
to have our ﬁrst meeting, ten months
before the tentative match date. The
question on all of our minds was, “Can
we do a state IDPA match well?” We
looked at each other over our hot pizza
and asked, “Do we have the talent,
labor and drive to put on a great
sanctioned IDPA match this coming
year?” Some of the members were
excited and wanted to just go for it, and
others wanted to analyze to see if we
had any chance in a hot humid place of
pulling it off.

previously been to a sanctioned IDPA
match. Our members are mostly selfdefense oriented shooters, where many
people shoot the same gear they carry
every day. We hold 8 matches per year
with regular attendance of 20 to 30
shooters. Thus, by many measures we
might not be ready to do a state match.

Here is our story. Since we knew we
didn’t have the talent or labor pool of
other big clubs, it was clear that we
had to focus, and not do everything we
had seen and read about at other state
matches. Early on, we agreed to focus
on the shooting. The stages had to be
We are a small IDPA club, several hours great fun and challenging to shoot. The
drive away from other IDPA clubs,
SOs had to be friendly. Our goal for
where only three people in the club had the match was to provide memorable
shooting.

Stage 1 - Tuellher Revisited
12

One of our members had
just shot the 2004 Utah
state match, a stellar
example of fully mature
planning, organization,
and follow-through. From
that experience we looked
over a detailed spreadsheet
of every activity that
was needed to run a big
sanctioned match. That
list helped us decide what
we were going to do, and
not do. It was at that point
IDPA Tactical Journal First Quarter 2006

and to use the Internet and
email for almost everything.
We also decided not to have a
prize table. We were going to
focus on creating a memorable
shooting experience. To
further simplify our work
we decided to use ForScore,
excellent scoring, match
administration, and badge
printing software from http://
www.beachbunnysoftware.
com.

Stage 2 - Ticket Window
that we agreed to go for it. Besides
providing enjoyable shooting for
others, it would be good for our club
and as a whole we would be a much
better club after the
match than we were right
then eating pizza. We
picked a match date, and
started assigning duties.
There are a lot of duties
to go around, and we
trimmed them down by
making some simplifying
decisions.
In order to whittle
the task list down to
something we could
handle, we decide to
put on a match that met
the minimum IDPA
requirements of 75
shooters, and 8 stages
in one day. We decided
not to mail anything out
IDPA Tactical Journal First Quarter 2006

Fast forward: Friday, the day
the staff shoots the match.
All the course of ﬁre selection, stage
debugging and Area Coordinator
approval is done. The logo design,

Continued on page 14
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a couple of new custom
targets not seen anywhere
before.

Stage 5 - 757 - The MD Shooting
T-shirt and hat orders, SO classes,
registration, lunch, water, port-apotties, new props, new targets, and
range work is done. The stages are
setup, the match booklet is printed, and
the scoring computer and scanner are
set up. On a grand scale things went
pretty smoothly. There were
hiccups of course, but we
are ready to start the match.
The question on the staff’s
mind is, “What will the
shooters think?”
The match ended up with 10
interesting scenario stages
each with its own story,
that stress self-defense
shooting pretty well, and no
standards stages. We have
very fast charging dogs in
one stage, shooting from a
briskly moving vehicle, and
14

Fast forward again:
Saturday afternoon at the
awards ceremony. The
props, targets, vehicles,
SOs, scorekeepers, scoring,
and lunch all worked
pretty well. By the “thank
you” and “great match”
comments, it looks like we
did it. They want us to do it
again next year.

It was worth it! The whole
experience improved our club, our MD,
our SOs, our props and our targets.
Our original decisions about focus,
tools and goals served us well and we
learned many things along the way.
Those 10 months ﬂew past. We should

Stage 6 - Escape On Cleveland Boulevard
IDPA Tactical Journal First Quarter 2006

Stage 8 - Bad Dogs
have used every one of the 10 months
we had, instead of coasting through
the winter. Our core match group

should have met face to
face every single month,
instead of trying to do
so much communication
via email, and after our
regular club matches.
Roughly half the people
we started with in
our core match group
dropped out. Make sure
up front, how much time
everyone can commit
for an extended period.
The people on the core
match group have to get
along well under stress,
which we did. If the
match is not full, accept
registrations as late as possible to allow
for changing schedules. Also allow

Continued on page 16

NOTICE

The editorial staff of the Tactical Journal is always interested in articles from the
membership pertaining to IDPA, guns or other relevant topics. Pictures with
articles are encouraged and welcomed.
Submission or editorial information should be sent to:

IDPA HQ • Attn: T.J.
2232 CR 719 • Berryville, AR 72616
or
e-mail: dru@idpa.com
Submissions can be sent as:
#1 WORD Via e-mail
#2 Word on disc Via Snail mail.

Include high resolution photos too if possible
(COLOR Digital is preferred but B&W is OK).
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people to get a refund if
they register and then
can’t make it. We had
one fellow drive 6 hours
just to watch, because
he didn’t know if he
would be free, and thus
he didn’t register. Start
evaluating and improving
your SOs a half year
before the match. Not
everyone that has taken
the SO class has the
disposition, ability,
or knowledge of the
rulebook to be a great SO
Stage 9 - 767
for a sanctioned match.
And lastly, focus on providing memorable shooting, everything else will ﬂow from
that goal.
Lastly, we learned that
a small club can put on
a good sanctioned IDPA
match. I’m glad we didn’t
think we were too small
to try it. Maybe your club
should try it too.
For scores, courses of
ﬁre, many more match
pictures, and an excellent
video, please go to
http://www.parmarng.
org and click on the links
at the top of the page
for [Match Scores] and
[Photos].
Ken Reed A10886
Parma Rod & Gun Club
Parma, Idaho
16
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2005 Shooter’s Bags
There aren't many of these distinctive bags left so they're only available while
supplies last. This bag is perfect for your day at the range.
Overall bag size - 14.5” (L) x 4”
(W) x 9.5” (H).
Features:
•Large Side Pocket on one side
•ID Window and Flat Slip &
Zippered Pocket on the other side
•Wrap Round Handle
•Padded Brass Bag, (inside side
pocket) snaps onto Key Ring
Holder
•Padded Eye Pouch, inside side
pocket (will ﬁt any cellular phone)
•Padded Pistol & Magazine
Pouches, 2 pistols & 10 magazines
•Shoulder Strap, removable & adjustable on both ends with non-slip
$50.00
Distinctive & Durable
1911 Handgun Grips
Only available from the IDPA Pro Shop.
Made by AlumaGrips exclusively for
IDPA.
Specify right or left handed; type of safety;
if magwell is present; lightweight or
standard. Order form located in Tactical
Journal.
There is no shipping charge for IDPA
AlumaGrips.

$67.50

IDPA Gun Cleaning Rug
This IDPA logo mat is perfect for
cleaning guns on. Easy to clean and
care for; just throw it in the washer.
Great for protecting furniture from
solvents and soil.
$23.00
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Duty, Honor, Country
By: Chip Hammond, AO1482

Fifteen yeas ago Jeff Cooper
wrote, “See, now, over the portals of
our academies are engraved the words:
‘Duty. Honor. Country.’ How many
people under the age of forty can you
name who can even define those words?
As generation follows generation this
situation degenerates. If Daddy has no
idea what honor means, how can he
explain it to Junior, even if circumstances
lend themselves to it – which, in most
cases, they no longer do.”
I admit that at times I’m
discouraged by the moral cesspool our
culture has become. Without even trying,
I’ve memorized the quote above. But
Cooper ends his piece with these hopeful
words: “But the latent nobility of the
human soul has not vanished. It is simply
buried. Let us unearth it.”
At our last local match (a classifier),
a young man in his twenties showed up.
He’d never shot IDPA before, and came
too late to take the New Shooters Class.
As the Instructor for this class, I was
concerned about this man shooting for
safety reasons.
He had a brand new SIG 220,
and had brought only two magazines.
In my conversation with him, I got the
impression that he was more familiar
with long guns. I debated with myself
whether I should strongly suggest to the
MD that he just watch that day. But the
young man was not cocky or arrogant
– in fact was quite polite and respectful
– so I held off.
IDPA Tactical Journal First Quarter 2006

As we watched the match, I said
to him “If you shoot today, don’t try to be
fast. Strive for safety first, then accuracy
– speed will eventually come. A good
match is one in which you have a good
time and go home with all your body
parts.”
“Oh!” he said to me with a goodnatured smirk. “Then I’m already having
a bad time!” With that he yanked up
the trouser of his right leg to expose
the prosthesis that was there. “What
happened to your leg?” I asked him.
“IED in Iraq” he said. “Who were you

Continued on page 20
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Continued from page 19

there with?” I don’t remember the specifics, just that he was a Recon Marine.
Thoughts of my objecting to his shooting that day evaporated.
It didn’t go smoothly. He was obviously more familiar with an M4 that with his
220. His peculiar grip on the gun, coupled with the revelation that it had not been
lubricated since he got it, caused it to jam (not malfunction – jam) two or three times.
The low capacity and the fact that he brought only two magazines meant a lot of time
spent loading. But had it taken him into the twilight to finish, I wouldn’t have objected.
This young man did not once whine or complain - not about loosing his leg, not
about being a combat veteran having to be instructed by a bunch of middle-aged desk
jockeys, not about his performance or the performance of his equipment. In Iraq, in
the match, and, it seemed, in all of life, he “improvised, adapted, and overcame.” His
good attitude had a contagious quality.
Regardless of what you may think of the operation in Iraq, there are some
magnificent young men coming out of it, no matter what they may have gone into it as.
The latent nobility of the human soul has not vanished in our country, but it
surely has been buried. Desperate times and situations do not create men. They
simply show them up for who they truly are. “‘Duty. Honor. Country.’ How many
people under the age of forty can you name who can even define those words?” Well,
I can name at least one.

Attention Members
Due to computer failure, all Tactical
Journal articles submitted between July
12 and October 17, 2005, have been
lost. If you submitted an article
during that time, please re-submit it.
We would like to make sure it gets in
the Tactical Journal.
20
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Letters to the Editor:
I’d like to reply to some comments
that Ken Hackathorn made in his “Ken’s
Corner” column in the 4th Quarter 2005
issue of Tactical Journal.
To begin with, my understanding of IDPA scoring is that shooters are
only competing against other shooters in
the same Division and Classification as
themselves. If that’s the case, then BUG
shooters aren’t at any disadvantagesince they’re only shooting against fellow
BUG shooters. I’ve competed with a gun
that would qualify as a BUG (assuming
I didn’t load it to capacity), and while I’m
only a Marksman rated shooter, I managed to place at the 2005 Indiana State
Championship. I’m fairly certain that I was
the only shooter using a sub-compact
semiautomatic in my Division and Class.
I didn’t feel that I was at any competitive
disadvantage.
Also, I’d like to comment on some
suggestions that Ken made for integrating BUG guns into club matches. I’m
very much in favor of adding BUG stages, or portions of stages, into matches.
However, one suggestion that Ken made
would make an S.O.’s job particularly difficult- having the shooter carry the BUG
gun in a pocket. While this is practical,
IDPA does not allow other practical tactics
due to safety issues (crossdraw holsters,
shoulder holsters, etc.). We should not
make exceptions for a BUG gun. One of
an S.O.’s primary jobs is to watch what
the shooter is doing with their gun- keeping a BUG in a pocket makes this difficult,
and there is no way to guarantee that a
spectator or fellow shooter won’t be “muzIDPA Tactical Journal First Quarter 2006

zled” by the BUG gun in a pocket.
Perhaps another way to encourage more BUG gun use is to have
Classifications for BUG shooters. It
shouldn’t be that hard to implement- IDPA
already has a classification match for
every other division. The only challenging
part would be to determine what the score
ranges are for each Classification.
One last comment is about the
“controversy” over Springfield Armory XD
pistols. Realistically, Glocks should probably be in ESP instead of SSP. You cannot fire a Glock without first racking the
slide to “pre-cock” it. My understanding
of a DA pistol is that pulling the trigger
completes two actions- cocking the firearm and releasing the hammer/striker. A
Glock trigger simply does not do this- the
gun is not “cocked” by pulling the trigger. I
don’t think that the fractional striker movement that the trigger does accomplish is
enough to classify a Glock as a DA pistol.
Please don’t take this as a complaint! I shoot just about everything, and if
IDPA says Glocks are SSP and XD’s are
ESP, that’s fine with me. I just think using
the SA/DA definitions is going too far,
especially since most people would consider part of the requirement for a pistol to
be considered DA is to have the ability to
have a second strike on a round. Glocks
(and XD’s) cannot do this. Handguns
should be divided by how they are used
in real life, not by a technicality of their
design, at least in my opinion.
Thanks!
Tom Ropers
Member #A21351
21

Letters to the Editor: (continued)
After reading Ken’s Corner in the 4th quarter 2005 issue, I would like to say that
I don’t think letting either an experienced or inexperienced shooter carry a gun in
their pocket for a match is a safe thing to do. I think due to the stress of a match
could cause an AD. It is true that many people carry ﬁrearms this way on the street,
but during a match we can not afford an AD.
Our club, North Porter County Conservation Club from Chesterton, IN, has run
BUG matches for two years.
Last years’s was very popular
due to the fact that we tried to
make it as “real” as possible
and to follow IDPA’s guide
lines on 5 shot, distance,etc.
We were asked by many
shooters to do two in 2005,
which we did. Our club had
about 30+ shooters last year
and in our last BUG match
(Oct. 16th) we had 50.
We have shot other club’s
BUG matches, but they had
20 yard shots, with many
reloading on the clock. This
I think was to increase the
round count.
I also think the idea
of cutting the 3 zone off
the target would be more
intimidating and fun for our
shooters.
Thank you,
Jeff Stack
A08338

22
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Continued from page 8
the number one battle they face when trigger on the Glock. It is just a matthe ‘buzzer’ goes off.
ter of time until pistolsmiths learn to
tune the Smith & Wesson M&P trighave just finished testing the new
gers to a much more friendly sear
release.
Smith& Wesson M&P .40 caliber
pistol. It is a very impressive pistol.
onetheless, ‘trigger control’ is the
Its trigger system is very much like
real secret to shooting a handgun
the Glock as the trigger retracts the
well in IDPA. If you can’t dry fire your
striker about 125 thousandths of an
handgun at home without the front
inch before it releases the striker to
sight jumping, then I can promise you
fire the pistol…thus we should consider the M&P to be a Stock Service
the results at the IDPA match when
Pistol for IDPA. The M&P provides a firing live ammo will be less than
6.5 pound sear release followed by
rewarding. Remember, if you are
nearly 90 thousandths of over travel. not shooting as well as you wish you
This combination of heavy trigger and could, work on a dry firing program
excessive over travel make the M&P at home. It is a real key to shooting
a bit more difficult to shoot well when success.
compared to the standard 5.0 pound

I

N

Continued from page 11
I think it can be clearly seen
though careful scrutiny of various
ammunition manufacturers’ different
ammos that the current IDPA power
floors are below that of factory spec
ammo. I understand that there is
some difficulty in testing everyone’s
ammo at a match but I do not know of
anyone that would knowingly reload
their own ammo below the power
floor to gain an advantage. I trust my
fellow shooters to abide by the rules.
However, I think IDPA should up their
power floors to cater to those who
buy factory ammo and to keep to their
IDPA Tactical Journal First Quarter 2006

defensive mentality. In order for us
to practice true defensive pistol we
should all be using full power-house
ammo whether we reload or not and
the current power floor rules, I feel,
do not keep to this principle. So, I beg
of all you shooters out there. Don’t
reload your ammo to the floor; use full
power ammo to shoot IDPA. I think
we should all strive to shoot about
15,000-20,000 over the power floor.
Shoot straight and keep it realistic
and fun.
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The Tactical
Advantage
By: Robert Ray
Starting this year, the Tactical
Journal will be bringing our readers a new column; The Tactical
Advantage. In this column we will be
featuring new products and services
that would be of interest to our readers and to the shooting community.
This issue’s feature is about a
new company in the tactical flashlight industry; Digilight. Digilight has
come into the market with a wide
range of tactical lights to choose
from, but they did their homework
first. The designers at Digilight first
took the time to talk to and (most
importantly) listen to, the people in
the law enforcement and military
community. After doing that, they
then developed a lighting
line to match those needs.

batteries and a “momentary / constant” on activated tail cap. Sounds
pretty standard, doesn’t it? Well, that
is where most other companies stop
but Digilight is just getting going.
The 1000XB-SE has a focusable
beam head from a wide flood to a
tight spot with no voids in the main
spot. Digilight also uses a bulb that
is rated at 70 lumens. That is higher
than most companies’ offerings.
Digilight also adds to the value
of the light by packaging it with a
large list of accessories. Coming
standard with the 1000XB-SE is

The light I have been
playing with is the 1000XBSE, and let me tell you,
this is a very impressive
product. The 1000XB-SE
is an all aluminum bodied
light with a black anodized
coating. It uses a xenon
bulb and two 3 volt lithium
24
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a full sized rubber sleeve to insulate the user from the heat of prolonged constant on usage. This can

and much more. If you’ve not looked
at their products I highly recommend
it before making your next flashlight purchase. With the product tag
line “Tactical performance, Practical
value”, they mean what they say.
You can check them out at www.digilightusa.com or:
Digilight USA
Village Road, P.O. Box 435
New Vernon, NJ 07976 USA
Phone: 1-973-455-7899

be interchanged with a rubber ring
for using the popular “Rogers” or
cigar technique for deploying a light
and handgun. If that isn’t enough,
it also comes with a handy removable pocket clip, lanyard, spare bulb,
a plastic case that holds two spare
batteries and a spare bulb. To top it
off, a nylon belt holster that will hold
the light and the spare battery/bulb
case are also included. That is an
impressive package, but now comes
the ugly part, right? Wrong. Digilight
comes through here also with a
MSRP of only $39.95. That, my
friends, is pretty easy on the wallet.

That brings us to another
impressive product from a new company; Section 8 Tactical. The guy’s
at Section 8 Tactical have addressed
a real problem when using a flashlight with a handgun. What do you
do with your light when you need
to reload your weapon? Well if you
use the Rogers technique with your
flashlight, you’re really going to like

Digilight doesn’t stop there.
They continue this trend of great
product with an affordable price
through the rest of their product line.
From here you can step up to lights
with weapon ready heads (spring
loaded to reduce shock), higher
lumens, rechargeable, LED offerings
IDPA Tactical Journal First Quarter 2006

25

this. If you don’t use that system, this may just convert you,
although it works equally well with
other methods of deploying your
flashlight and handgun.
The product is a simple solution to what can be a complex
problem. They use a flexible injection molded rubber piece shaped
like the number eight. In one side
of the ring, you place one of three provided sizing inserts to fit your index
finger. In the other side, you place the flashlight of
your choice. With the ring over your index finger
you can rotate the light into position to use the
Rogers system. When your weapon runs dry, you
allow the ring and light to rotate outward towards
the back of your hand. This is the natural tendency
of the light when reaching for a fresh magazine.
After inserting the magazine into your weapon, a
quick flick of the wrist brings the light back around
and into position for use. Very quick, very simple.
I use the Rogers technique and was able to pick
up the usage pretty quickly even with five thumbs
on each hand. As a test, I passed this on to several people who were not very familiar with using
a flashlight and handgun together. All were able to
pick up the operation with only a few minutes of instruction and practice.
Almost everyone I’ve showed this to has commented on how easy it was
to pick up and how comfortable it was to use. You can’t ask for much more
than that. With a MSRP of $14.99, it’s another product that’s worth well
more than what they're asking for it. If you would like more info, you can
reach them at www.section8tactical.com.
If you see a product or service that would be of interest to our other readers please let me know at Robert@idpa.com.
26

IDPA Tactical Journal First Quarter 2006

IDPA Pro Shop Order Form
Company and/or Name: ________________________________

IDPA #: ___________________

Address: ________________________________________________________________________
City: ___________________________________ State: _______________ Zip: _____________
Daytime Phone: _______________________________________ Order Date: _______________
Credit Card: __________________________________________ Expiration Date: ____________

Item # Item
DPT

Ofﬁcial IDPA Targets

Description
Cardboard Targets. 50 per box.

Size or
Amount

Extended
Price Quantity
Price

1-4
boxes, ea.

$27.50

5 or more
boxes, ea.

$25.50

PPT

Paper Practice
Targets

Paper Targets. 100 per box.

TPT

Target Pasting Tape

Natural Cardboard Color.

60 yd. Roll

$1.95

TPP

Target Pasters

Natural Cardboard Color.

1000 per
box

$2.95

C

IDPA Ball Caps

Embroidered. 3” crown.
Specify blue, green, khaki or white.

$9.95

IDPA Ball Caps

Embroidered. Solid back, plastic
snap. Specify maroon, tan, navy or
dark green.

$6.95

C

Summer Mesh Cap

Embroidered.
Specify light gray or tan.

$6.95

CSO

Safety Ofﬁcer Cap

Embroidered. Red.

$9.95

CSOM

Safety Ofﬁcer Caps

Embroidered. Red with mesh back.

$9.95

T

IDPA T-Shirt

Embroidered T-shirt. Specify cardinal, green, navy or natural.

M, L or XL

$17.95

XXL

$19.95

IDPA Henley Shirt

Embroidered 3-button t-shirt.
Natural.

M, L or XL

$21.95

XXL

$23.95

P

IDPA Polo Shirt

Embroidered Polo Style.
Short Sleeve.
Specify grey, natural, navy or green.

M, L or XL

$19.95

XXL

$22.95

M

IDPA Mock
Turtleneck

Embroidered cotton.
Specify natural or navy.

M, L or XL

$21.95

XXL

$23.95

C

H
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$33.00
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Item
#

Item

HP

Hat Pin

Antique silver ﬁnish.

$2.95

EP

Embroidered Patch

May be sewn or pressed on.
Shipping is $1 for every 10 patches.

$2.00

WD

IDPA Window Decal

Four Color Decal.
Shipping is $1 for every 10 decals.

$1.00

CIT

Tournament and Conference.
Columbia Invitational 90 minute VCR tape.
VCR Tape
Great for recruiting.

VCT

Ofﬁcial Vickers
Count Timer

Pro-Timer IV SUPER that computes
Vickers Count Final Score.
Manufacturer guarantee.

IDPA 1911
AlumaGrips

Aluminum grips with IDPA logo.
Specify right or left handed; type of
safety; if magwell is present.
Made by AlumaGrips.

SB05

2005 Shooter's
Range Bag

2005 Commemorative Shooter's Bag
Overall size; 14.5” (L) x 4” (W) x
9.5” (H); 3 Pockets; Padded Brass
Bag, (inside side pocket) snaps onto
Key Ring Holder; Padded Pistol &
Magazine Pouches, 2 pistols & 10
magazines

$50.00

CH

Championship Cap

2005 Championsip Cap

$10.00

AG1

Description

CP

Championship Shirt

2005 Championship Polo Shirt

RUG

IDPA Gun Cleaning
Rug

Easy to clean and care for; just throw
it in the washer. Great for protecting
furniture from solvents and soil.

Prices subject to change.
Shipping:
There is no shipping for IDPA 1911 AlumaGrips.
Cardboard and paper targets are shipped by FedEx
unless otherwise requested. Please call or email
IDPA HQ for exact shipping cost.
Shipping for patches and decals is $1 for 10.
Shipping for all other items is $6 for the ﬁrst item and
$0.50 for each additional item. For orders outside the
USA, call, fax or email HQ for shipping cost.

Size or
Amount

Quantity

Price

Extended
Price

$19.95

$199.95

lightweight
or standard

$67.50

M, L, or XL

$25.00

XXL

$30.00

$23.00

Subtotal: _____________
(AR residents add 7.125%)

Tax: _____________

Shipping: _____________
Total: _____________

To order, you can call, email, fax or mail IDPA at:
IDPA
2232 CR 719
Berryville, AR 72616
Phone: 870-545-3886
Fax: 870-545-3894
info@idpa.com
www.idpa.com
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Spring Cleaning is coming early to IDPA HQ!
Closeout and Discontinued Items available
while supplies last!
Did you miss a National Championship?
Did you ruin a favorite National Championship shirt at the range
like I did?
Now is your opportunity to replace those favorite items!
01P
00P

04T

02P

04P

03P
97C

98C

99C

02C

04C

00C
01WB
03RB

02RB

04RB
TLB
PLGN
PLA
PLNV

TLG
TA
DL

30

PTC

PEN

TFB

PTA
PTGN
TFG
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Order Form for Discontinued Items
Code

Item

Size

00C

00 Champ Caps

00PL

00 Champ Polo

L

00PX

00 Champ Polo

01PM

01 Champ Polo

01WB

Color

Price

In Stock Quantity Extended

$5

51

black

$10

26

XL

black

$10

20

M

blue

$10

1

01 Champ Water Bottle

$1

43

02C

02 Champ Caps

$5

43

02PX

02 Champ Polo

$10

2

02RB

02 Champ Shooter’s Bag

$10

35

03PL

03 Champ Polo

L

$10

9

03PM

03 Champ Polo

M

$10

10

03PX

03 Champ Polo

XL

$10

13

03PXX

03 Champ Polo

XXL

$15

1

03RB

03 Champ Shooter’s Bag

$10

4

04C

04 Champ Caps

$5

45

04CL

04 Champ Polo

L

blue

$15

14

04PM

04 Champ Polo

M

blue

$15

23

04PX

04 Champ Polo

XL

blue

$15

27

04PXX

04 Champ Polo

XXL

blue

$20

18

04RB

04 Champ Shooter’s Bag

$30

21

04TL

04 Champ Tee Shirt

L

blue

$10

10

04TM

04 Champ Tee Shirt

M

blue

$10

6

04TX

04 Champ Tee Shirt

XL

blue

$10

7

04TXX

04 Champ Tee Shirt

XXL

blue

$15

12

97C

97 Champ Caps

$5

10

98C

98 Champ Caps

$5

5

99C

99 Champ Caps

$5

34

PEN

IDPA Pen

$2

66

DLL

Denim Long Sleeved Shirt

L

$25

9

DLX

Denim Long Sleeved Shirt

XL

$25

6

PLAM

Emb. Sport Shirt LS

M

$10

2
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XL

Ash

31

PLGNL

Emb. Sport Shirt LS

L

Green

$10

5

PLNVL

Emb. Sport Shirt LS

L

Navy

$10

2

PLNVM

Emb. Sport Shirt LS

M

Navy

$10

7

PTAL

Pocket Tee Shirt

L

Ash

$10

6

PTCL

Pocket Tee Shirt

L

Cardinal

$10

3

PTGNL

Pocket Tee Shirt

L

Green

$10

16

TAM

Tee Shirt - Embroidered

M

Ash

$10

9

TFBL

Tee Shirt - Embroidered

L

faded blue

$10

3

TFBM

Tee Shirt - Embroidered

M

faded blue

$10

3

TFBXX

Tee Shirt - Embroidered

XXL

faded blue

$10

1

TFGM

Tee Shirt - Embroidered

M

faded green

$10

8

TFGX

Tee Shirt - Embroidered

XL

faded green

$10

6

TLBL

Tee Shirt - Embroidered

L

light blue

$10

4

TLBX

Tee Shirt - Embroidered

XL

light blue

$10

2

TLGL

Tee Shirt - Embroidered

L

light green

$10

1

TLGM

Tee Shirt - Embroidered

M

light green

$10

7

Shipping:
Shipping for all items on pages 30 - 31 is $6 for the
ﬁrst item and $0.50 for each additional item. For
orders outside the USA, call, fax or email HQ for shipping cost.

Subtotal: _____________
(AR residents add 7.125%)

Tax: _____________

Shipping: _____________
Total: _____________

To order, you can call, email, fax or mail IDPA at:
IDPA
2232 CR 719
Berryville, AR 72616
Phone: 870-545-3886
Fax: 870-545-3894
info@idpa.com
www.idpa.com
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Left the Range: Larry Bullock
By: Bill Wilson

M

any of
you will
remember Larry
from the early
years of IDPA.
He was match
director for the
early Nationals
held in Jefferson
City, MO. Larry was heavily involved
in IPSC shooting as well and served as
an area director and match director there
also. Larry was responsible for the highly
successful squadding format and beverage
cart we use for the Nationals to this day.
ll of us who knew Larry will
remember him for his generosity and
love of the shooting sports. Unfortunately,
on Nov. 12 last year, tragedy struck. Larry
was on his way home from the St Louis
airport when he was killed in an auto
accident. Larry is survived by his parents,
wife and two small children.
he “Abbey and Grace Bullock
Scholarship Fund” has been set up for
his children at the Bank of Missouri, 700
Southwest Blvd., P. O. Box 600, Jefferson
City, MO 65102-9930. The account number
is 0144784. Contact Mary Wilson at 573634-0840.

A
T
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UPCOMING MAJOR MATCHES
February 23 - 25, 2006
Smith and Wesson IDPA Winter
Championship

502-978-5613 w
DReed11696@aol.com
Ross Labadie
602-527-0233 h
602-527-0233 w
www.phoenixrodandgun.org

Spingfield, MA
Peggy M. Cowell
413-747-3235 w
413-747-3677 fax
March 24 - 26, 2006
pcowell@smith-wesson.com
MATCH IS FULL! Call to be placed on 2006 VA Indoor Regional IDPA
Championship
waiting list.
Chesapeake, VA
Andrew Horner
March 18 - 19, 2006
AZ State IDPA Championship 2006 757-373-9024 h
afh@charter.net
Phoenix, AZ
Klaus Jones
Don Reed
757-427-2579 (before 9 pm) h
602-978-5613 h
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MORE UPCOMING MAJOR MATCHES
757-343-5167 - cell w
idpa@cox.net
www.ncrr.net

March 25, 2006
Mountain Valley Regional
Hot Springs, AR
Tim Boettger
501-627-4057 h
501-767-5156 w
twboettger@yahoo.com
Rob Bailey
501-915-8867 h
501-622-0272 w
rwbailey1@sbcglobal.net
www.mvsaonline.com

April 29 - 30, 2006
SC State Match

Anderson, SC
Skip Gilmer
864-224-6739 h
864-224-7333 w
864-231-8516 fax
ammoplus@bellsouth.net
www.skipjrange.com

For the most up to date
information regarding
Upcoming Major
Matches, please visit
www.idpa.com
IDPA Tactical Journal First Quarter 2006

April 30, 2006
Fiesta Regional

Atascosa, TX
Don Cross
210-520-0273 h
210-421-8760 w
www.rivercityshooters.com

May 21, 2006
2006 IL State IDPA Championship
Havana, IL
Tom Skuse
309-647-6637 h
309-645-5326 w
309-647-8983 fax
tomskuse@starband.net
Jon Poler
309-543-2856 h & w
polbear@grics.net

May 27, 2006
Southern Regional Championship
Manchester, TN
Kurt Glick
931-455-7056 h
931-455-1121 w
931-454-1767 fax
kglick@tullahoma-tn.com
Tom Foster
931-596-1855 h
www.midtnshooters.com

June 3, 2006
2006 TX State IDPA Championship
Friendswood, TX
Charles Cotton
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MORE UPCOMING MAJOR MATCHES
281-482-1701 h
charles@cottonfamily.com
Marc Gentine
281-992-2779 h
281-992-2779 w
marc@texasshooting.com
www.cottonfamily.com/psc-idpa

June 3 - 4, 2006
Carolina Cup

Oxford, NC
Frank Glover
919-693-6313 h
919-691-7686 w
therange@gloryroad.net

July 15, 2006
North TX Regional

McKinney, TX
Cody Ray
972-783-0683 h
214-232-8267 w
972-783-8035 fax
delta1cody@comcast.net
Lee Neel
217-789-2493 h
214-789-2493 w
lee.neel@comcast.net
www.ccidpa.org

September 16 - 17, 2006
MI State IDPA Match
Romulus, MI
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MORE UPCOMING MAJOR MATCHES
Jack Allen
734-434-8400 h
734-547-2663 w
734-434-2049 fax
bigjack1425@sbcglobal.net
Karl Andrews
734-481-0686 h
734-645-2655 w
www.raccoonhunters.org

October 7, 2006
NC IDPA State Championship
Boone, NC
Robert Niemi
828-446-8778 h & w
celticmith@yahoo.com
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Gary Hoyle
828-963-6307 h
gary@wgc-idpa.org
www.wgc-idpa.org

October 21, 2006
TN State Championship
Manchester, TN
Kurt Glick
931-455-7056 h
931-455-1121 w
931-454-1767 fax
kglick@tullahoma-tn.com
Tom Foster
931-596-1855 h
www.midtnshooters.com
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IDPA Thanks their advertisers for their generous support!

THANK YOU ADVERTISERS!

We would like to welcome
our Premier Sponsors:

Smith & Wesson
W. Waller & Son
National Shooting Sport Foundation
Digilight
Please let them know you appreciate their patronage.
38

IDPA Tactical Journal First Quarter 2006

IDPA Tactical Journal First Quarter 2006

39

TACTICAL
JOURNAL

2232 CR 719
BERRYVILLE, AR 72616
E-mail: info@idpa.com
website: www.idpa.com
Phone: (870) 545-3886
Fax: (870) 545-3894

PRSRT STD
U. S. POSTAGE
PAID
Ozark, MO
Permit No. 35

